
DEMOGRAPHICS (Source: SitesUSA)

TRAFFIC COUNTS

Estimated Population (2017)
Projected Population (2022)
Estimated Avg. Household Income (2017)
Projected Avg. Household Income (2022)
Average Household Size (2017)
Total Daytime Employees (2017)
Median Age (2017)

1 Mile 3 Miles 5 Miles
18,225
19,761

$68,788
$86,807

2.28
6,856

35.9

105,217
114,609
$73,740
$92,000

2.01
98,230

36.6

278,311
304,112
$70,052
 $85,922

2.18
223,176

   34.1

For further information contact: PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

The information provided is gathered from sources deemed reliable.  However, De Rito Partners makes no representations, warranties or guarantees as to its accuracy.  The information has not been independently verified or confirmed by De Rito Partners.   The information provided should 
not be relied upon to make any leasing or purchasing decisions.  This statement with the information it contains is given with the understanding that all negotiations relating to the purchase, renting or leasing of the property described above shall be conducted through De Rito Partners.

The information provided is gathered from sources deemed reliable.  However, De Rito Partners makes no representations, warranties or guarantees as to its accuracy.  The information has not been independently verified or confirmed by De Rito Partners.   The information provided should 
not be relied upon to make any leasing or purchasing decisions.  This statement with the information it contains is given with the understanding that all negotiations relating to the purchase, renting or leasing of the property described above shall be conducted through De Rito Partners.

POTENTIAL HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL/MIXED USE SITE
South of the Southwest Corner of Scottsdale Road & McDowell Road - Scottsdale, Arizona

ACROSS FROM ASU SKYSONG

±4.1 acres; Zoning C4 City of Scottsdale

Approximately 715 feet of frontage on Scottsdale Road

Across the street from ASU SkySong, a 42 acre mixed use 
development which will include more than 1.2 million SF 
upon buildout

±105,000 people in 3 miles

Potential for high density residential/hotel/retail

62,900 total vehicles per day 

MARTY DE RITO
(602) 619-7318
derito@derito.com

9120 E. Talking Stick Way, Suite E-1
Scottsdale, AZ 85250

o. 480.834.8500 | f. 602.381.1981
www.derito.com
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Scottsdale Road 32,000
McDowell Road 30,900
Total Cars Per Day  62,900

South of the Southwest Corner of Scottsdale Road & McDowell Road - Scottsdale, Arizona

ASU 
SKYSONG

ASU 
SKYSONG

42-ACRE MIXED-USE 
DEVELOPMENT

42-ACRE MIXED-USE 
DEVELOPMENT

(2016 Source: CoStar)

McDOWELL RD

SC
OT

TS
DA

LE
 R

D

±4.1 ACRES

FUTURE
HOTEL

BELLEVIEW ST

CONTINENTAL DR



ASU 
SKYSONG

ASU 
SKYSONG71

st
 S

T

BELLEVIEW ST

CONTINENTAL DRCONTINENTAL DR



SCOTTSDALE, Arizona 
(June 21, 2018) 

The �fth Class A of�ce 
building will rise at 
SkySong, The ASU 
Scottsdale Innovation 
Center in the coming 
months.

With the other four 
SkySong of�ce buildings at 
high occupancy, the 
SkySong development 
team will begin work on 
SkySong 5, with a 
groundbreaking eremony 
to take place on July 9. 
The building will be six 
stories — the tallest on 

property yet — and will include a number of features that are new to the project. 

With the newest building, the total SkySong project will reach about 868,457 square feet of  commercial building.
 
The design of SkySong 5 includes extensive outdoor work and meeting spaces as well as public art features, and 
continues the trend at the property of each new building having unique and distinctive features, including a large 
second-story outdoor patio and event space. The cost of the building and the accompanying parking structure that 
will be built will exceed $43 million.

Located on the northwest corner of the iconic SkySong shade structure, SkySong 5 will be taller than the other 
commercial of�ce buildings on the campus and slightly larger, at 151,318 square feet. Like the other buildings, it will 
be constructed to meet LEED certi�cation standards for green building practices.

In 2008, SkySong 1 and 2 opened and reached capacity in only a few years despite the economic downturn. SkySong 
3 opened in early 2015, and SkySong 4 opened in the fall of 2016.

More than 2,000 employees at more than 60 companies now work in the SkySong buildings for a mix of innovative 
companies.
 
“SkySong 5 will house a new wave of exciting and innovative companies that are increasingly being drawn to 
Scottsdale’s skilled workforce and quality of life,” said Sharon Harper, President & CEO of Plaza Companies, the 
master developer of the project. “The SkySong campus has added another point of attraction: an outstanding and 
supportive business environment that gets better with every new company that moves in and every new employee 
that walks the campus.”
 
“We are very pleased to see the continued growth and progress of SkySong,” said Don Couvillion, vice president of 
real estate at University Realty. “The construction of this new of�ce building — the third in �ve years at SkySong — is 
a key step forward in continuing to make the vision of the project a reality.”

The rise of another SkySong building cements Scottsdale’s place as a destination for innovative companies and also 
as one of the best cities to launch a startup, outside of Silicon Valley and New York. The city boasts over 13,000 
companies founded since 2010 that had at least $5 million in annual revenue.

“SkySong is an integral part of Scottsdale’s emergence as an economic and technology hub in the southwest,” said 
Scottsdale Mayor Jim Lane. “We are excited to see this project continue to grow and thrive, and to maximize its 
economic impact on our community while helping to revitalize the McDowell Road Corridor.”

Construction to Begin On Fifth SkySong Of�ce Building 
Newest Structure Will Add 151,318  Square Feet to Project, Fuel Economic Impact



Butler Design Group is the architect for SkySong 5, and DPR is the general contractor for the building. 
 
For more information on the groundbreaking or on SkySong, The ASU Scottsdale Innovation in general, contact Tom 
Evans at 602.448.5483 or tom@evanscommunications.com.

SkySong is a 42-acre mixed use development designed to: 
     • Create an ecology of collaboration and innovation among high-pro�le technology enterprises and related 
researchers;
     • Advance global business objectives of on-site enterprises; 
     • Raise Arizona’s pro�le as a global center of innovation through co-location of ASU’s strategic global partners; 
and
     • Create a unique regional economic and social asset. 

Companies located at SkySong enjoy a special relationship with Arizona State University, which has more than 
90,000 students studying across four metropolitan Phoenix campuses, in Lake Havasu and online. ASU is one of the 
largest public universities in the nation, with the majority of its students attending its campus in Tempe, Arizona, less 
than three miles from SkySong.

In addition to locating its own innovative research units at the center, through ASU’s onsite operations, tenant 
companies have a single point of contact for introductions to researchers, faculty and programs to address their 
speci�c needs.
 
For more information on SkySong, visit www.skysong.com or www.facebook.com/skysongcenter.

About SkySong
Plaza Companies is the developer of the project in partnership with Arizona State University
Foundation, the City of Scottsdale and Holualoa Companies. Lee and Associates provides the
brokerage services and Plaza del Rio Management Corporation provides the property
management and construction services. Architects at SkySong include Pei Cobb Fried and
Partners, DMJM Design, Butler Design Group and Kendle Design Collaborative.

About Plaza Companies
With of�ces in Peoria, Scottsdale and Tucson, Plaza Companies is a full-service real estate �rm
specializing in the management, leasing and development of medical of�ce and commercial
of�ce properties, technology and bioscience facilities, mixed-use properties and senior housing
communities. Since 1982, Plaza Companies has established a proud track record as a
competitive, connected and conscientious real estate �rm with partnerships throughout the
industries it serves. For more information, visit www.theplazaco.com.

About University Realty
University Realty is a subsidiary of ASU Enterprise Partners, an independent non-pro�t organization dedicated to 
generating resources for the bene�t of Arizona State University. www.asuenterprisepartners.org

About Holualoa Companies
Holualoa Companies is a real estate investment �rm focused on the successful acquisition, repositioning, 
redevelopment and disposition of real estate assets. Headquartered in Tucson, Arizona, with of�ces in Phoenix, 
Santa Monica, Hawaii and Paris, its investments span the United States and Europe and include of�ce, retail, 
industrial, multi-family, hotel and mixed-use investment properties. Holualoa is an experienced investor for its own 
account and on behalf of a select group of private investors.

About the City of Scottsdale
Scottsdale is one of the state’s leading job centers, with a diverse economy built on medical research, high-tech 
innovation, tourism and corporate headquarters. Scottsdale is home to nearly 18,000 businesses supplying over 
150,000 jobs. The high-tech innovation center SkySong, located just a few miles from Downtown, is designed to help 
companies grow through a unique partnership with nearby Arizona State University. The Scottsdale Cure Corridor is a 
partnership of premier health care providers and biomedical companies seeking to advance medicine and patient 
care through cutting-edge research. For more information, visit  ChooseScottsdale.com.

Source: http://skysong.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/SkySong-5-Groundbreaking-Release.pdf



http://www.orionprop.com/top�ve/south-scottsdale-salt-river-community-gain-steam-for-commercial-development/

As SkySong, the Arizona State University Scottsdale Innovation Center, continues to redevelop the former Los 
Arcos Mall site, city and business leaders are looking at the project as a catalyst to breathe new life into the 
rest of south Scottsdale.

Some housing experts already called the city’s southern portion an area to watch for housing, but commercial 
development in that part of Scottsdale and the neighboring Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community is 
growing.

“It’s an important area for us,” Scottsdale Mayor Jim Lane said at a forum hosted by Kasten Long Commercial 
Group last week. “Even in some of the best times it wasn’t doing well.”

Lane said SkySong acted as a stimulus in the area and has attracted more private sector investment, along 
with a concentrated effort from the city to “reinvent” the McDowell Road corridor.

Now it seems two nearby sites previously used for car dealerships soon may become mixed-use 
developments.

Developers have requested a zoning change at the Mark Kia site on Scottsdale Road and Continental Drive to 
create a mixed-use development that would contain 267 residential units and some retail, according to city 
documents.

Separately, a rezoning request for the Chapman Hyundai site on McDowell Road and 67th Street has been 
submitted to the city by JLB Partners. That development, known as the McDowell, is proposed to contain 358 
residential units and about 7,000 square feet of of�ce space.

Pivot Development LLC purchased the Papago Plaza property on Scottsdale and McDowell roads three years 
ago for $12.5 million. Plans have been submitted to the city to raze the commercial buildings in the now-vacant 
development and build a 116-room hotel and 247-unit apartment complex. Restaurant and retail pads will front 
Scottsdale Road.

On the east side of Loop 101, in the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, commercial development is 
booming in part because residential development is limited to those within the Native American community, 
Aaron Studebaker, the community development project manager for the community, said at the forum.

Those not part of the community can develop there, but only with long-term leases. No land purchases are 
allowed. The area has become a popular entertainment destination.

This year, the Great Wolf Lodge hotel and Medieval Times restaurant have begun construction on locations on 
the reservation. Two hotels and an assisted-living facility also are in the works for the area. About 10 projects 
are in the pipeline for the community, but details have not been �nalized, Studebaker said.

Two major developments, known as the Block and the Edge, also are in the works in the community. Arizona’s 
�rst White Castle will be part of the Block, along with a Texas Roadhouse, Starbucks, a health and wellness 
center and two hotels. The Edge, located at Loop 101 and 90th Street, will be a mixed-use development, but 
details have not been released about who the tenants will be.

“Until a deal is 100 percent done, it’s not 100 percent done,” Studebaker said of the leasing structure on the 
reservation.

Article originally posted on Phoenix Business Journal on September 18, 2018

South Scottsdale, Salt River Community Gain Steam
for Commercial Development



Scottsdale City Council adopted yet another ground lease amendment with Arizona State University Foundation 
Scottsdale, LLC that will set in stone the location and con�guration of SkySong – the ASU Scottsdale Innovation Center.

The ground lease amendment, which is the seventh in a decade, is spurred by ASUF’s intent to pursue a transaction with 
a hotel developer for a pad located on the 37.5-acre site.

The City has a remaining 1.5-acre parcel on the nonpro�t campus on the southeast corner of Scottsdale and McDowell 
roads, which has been coined a technology and innovation center.

The Arizona State University Foundation, a 501(c)3 nonpro�t meant to support the Tempe-based university, is requesting 
the city identify a speci�c location and con�guration for its 1.5-acre parcel that is excluded from the ground lease and 
depicted as a generalized 1.5-acre bubble in an “approximate location subject to change.”

Following a July 6 presentation by the city’s Senior Real Estate Manager Martha West, Scottsdale City Council voted 6-1 
to adopt the resolution with additional amendments. Councilman David Smith was the dissenting vote.

The campus, most notably recognized for its uniquely large white shade structure seen from miles away, is home to both 
startup and Fortune 500 companies.

The goal of the facility is to attract cutting-edge and innovative companies and their base of knowledgeable workers from 
around the world, “integrating the resources of ASU with the opportunities of the private sector,” according to 
SkySong.com.

A 2009 Independent article describes the project:

“SkySong, a collaboration between Scottsdale and the Arizona State University Foundation, is a mixed-use development 
that, when completed, will replace the vacant Los Arcos Mall lot at the intersection of Scottsdale and McDowell roads. 
At full build-out, SkySong will feature 1.2 million square feet of of�ce, research and retail space, a hotel/conference 
center, and multi-family residential units.”

SkySong – The ASU Scottsdale Innovation Center is located 1301 N. Scottsdale Road. (photo by Melissa Fittro)

By Melissa Fittro Jul 12th, 2016

Prospect of hotel development fuels latest Scottsdale 
SkySong amendment



The Arizona State University Foundation looked at two sites on the property for the 1.5 acreage. One, at the southeast 
corner of McDowell Road and Innovation Place and another in an “approximate location” near the southwest corner of 
the SkySong property.

SkySong, the ASU Scottsdale Innovation Center is home to a global business community that links technology, 
entrepreneurship, innovation, and education to position ASU and Greater Phoenix as global leaders of the knowledge 
economy. (Photo courtesy of SkySong)

Both parcels were valued at $37 per square foot or $2.4 million for stand-alone, vacant land at highest and best 
use for both locations in May 2016.

The proposed excluded parcel at the southeast corner of McDowell Road and Innovation Place is burdened by a 
sublease and parking easement between ASUF and SkySong 1, LLC.

Additionally, the Innovation Place parcel is subject to a well site and access easement in favor of Salt River Project 
that has been in place since 1990. Staff has initiated discussions with SRP and is optimistic that the test well sites 
can be relocated to facilitate more ef�cient future development of the excluded parcel, according to council 
documents.

ASUF intends to complete a transaction by April 15 2017 that would bring a 120-room branded hotel to this 
location, states the council report.

If a sublease is completed by July 6, 2017, ASUF will pay additional annual rent for the hotel, according to Ms. 
West. The amount of additional rate is .42 cents per square foot until the expiration of the hotel lease, she said.

Council’s view

Scottsdale Mayor Jim Lane and several members of council expressed their support for what SkySong stands for 
during the July 6 regular city council meeting.

“With this effort and the opportunity the ASU Foundation has with this particular project, it’s like a lot of other things,” 
said Mayor Lane.

Jim Lane

“We certainly are looking for continued success in something the city’s heavily invested in. At the 
same time, we’re very interested in how we are able to exercise our control over the 1.5 acres 
the city has determined its own future for.”

Councilman David Smith was the only member of council who voted against the seventh 
amendment. He also made a motion to continue the item until a later meeting date, but the 
motion died for the lack of political support on the local dais.



“This is our land, which we have leased to ASU Foundation. And they’re telling us where the acre and a half is going 
to be,” said Councilman Smith. “What I’m hearing tonight is ‘here’s what we’ll allow you to have, provided of course, 
you approve us building a hotel on the acre and a half that was sort of the bubble you had before.’”

Back in 2004 when council was �rst reviewing SkySong plans, the campus was to include 90 percent of�ce and 
research, and 10 percent retail and support to focus on creativity, technology, and innovation.

Over the years, and many amendments later, the focal point of the campus is still technology and innovation but 
additional building heights and other changes have been included, said councilman Smith.

“I wonder how some of these things �t into the de�nition of the ASU-Scottsdale Center for New Technology and 
Innovation,” said Councilman Smith.

“Are they supportive? I suppose anything is supportive depending on how broadly you de�ne that term. But remember 
– we the city, you the citizens – have invested almost $2 million an acre in this property.”

Councilwoman Linda Milhaven motioned to adopt the resolution, stating the agenda item is not about the hotel – it’s 
about the acre and a half of land.

“Any other conversations are not relevant,” said Councilwoman Milhaven. “Since it’s just a matter of identifying our acre 
and a half, we can decide later what we’re going to do with our acre and a half.”

News Services Editor Melissa Fittro can be contacted at 623-445-2746, e-mailed at m�ttro@newszap.com or can be followed on Twitter at 
twitter.com/melissa�ttro.



An Element hotel will occupy the southwestern corner of the SkySong, The ASU Scottsdale Innovation 
Center complex, the latest addition to the 42-acre technology and innovation hub. 

The Marriott-brand hotel is critical for than 50 businesses that are currently located on the south 
Scottsdale site. The 148-room hotel is planned for the southwestern corner of the SkySong complex, 
near Scottsdale Road and Enterprise Drive.

The new hotel is being developed by Jackson Shaw, a nationally recognized leader in hospitality 
development.  It is designed by Cooper Cary, a national architecture firm with an extensive amount of 
experience in designing high-quality hospitality projects, particularly around technology campuses 
such as SkySong.

As with everything at SkySong, a particular emphasis will be given to creating a healthy and 
sustainable environment. The hotel will have extensive green-building features, and guests will be able 
to enjoy an oversized gym on-site, rental bicycles and a natural saline swimming pool.

“We are very excited to bring this Element hotel to SkySong and believe it is an ideal fit for the spirit of 
innovation and entrepreneurship that defines this project,” said Michele Wheeler, President and Chief 
Operating Officer of Jackson Shaw. “The hotel will be designed to seamlessly compliment the 
exceptional design at SkySong as well as providing an important new amenity for the project.”

The Element brand is one of the higher-end labels that are a part of the Marriott Distinctive family of 
hotels, which offers 30 hotels brands across 6,000+ locations in more than 122 countries and 
territories. It is one of the most active brands in the Marriott family with more than 100 Element hotels 
worldwide.

Posted September 7, 2017 by AZRE

Element hotel will rise at SkySong



Construction on the hotel is slated to begin by the end of 2017, with the goal of opening the hotel in the spring or summer of 2019.

“Amenities such as a hotel, apartments, restaurants and retail are key in attracting companies from both inside and outside the state that 
are looking for unique, creative and innovative work environments,” said Sharon Harper, President & CEO of Plaza Companies. 
“According to studies we’ve done of SkySong tenants, about 50 percent of current SkySong tenants use local hotels on a weekly basis 
in their business dealings, and thousands of people visit SkySong every month for meetings and conferences. A high-level hotel will be 
a great amenity in helping SkySong attract more regional and national corporate headquarters.”

Sethuraman Panchanathan, executive vice president of Knowledge Enterprise Development and chief research and innovation officer at 
Arizona State University, said that the Element hotel will be an important addition to SkySong and to the surrounding community. 

“We are very pleased to be able to bring such a well-regarded hotel brand to SkySong,” he said. “The Element brand is well-aligned with 
SkySong’s commitment to innovation, technology and quality. This will be a significant amenity for those individuals and companies 
visiting SkySong as well as serving as a great location for visitors to Scottsdale. And it will provide some tremendous opportunities for 
ASU and SkySong’s companies to host conferences that make use of this new hotel.”

Plaza Companies is the master developer of SkySong in partnership with University Realty LLC, Holualoa Companies and the City of 
Scottsdale.

SkySong, the ASU Scottsdale Innovation Center is home to a global business community that links technology, entrepreneurship, 
innovation, and education to position ASU and Greater Phoenix as global leaders of the knowledge economy.

SkySong is a 42-acre mixed use development designed to:

• Create an ecology of collaboration and innovation among high-profile technology enterprises and related researchers;

• Advance global business objectives of on-site enterprises;

• Raise Arizona’s profile as a global center of innovation through co-location of ASU’s strategic global partners; and

• Create a unique regional economic and social asset.

Companies located at SkySong enjoy a special relationship with Arizona State University, which has more than 90,000 students studying 
across four metropolitan Phoenix campuses, in Lake Havasu and online. ASU is one of the largest public universities in the nation, with 
the majority of its students attending its campus in Tempe, Arizona, less than three miles from SkySong. 

In addition to locating its own innovative research units at the center, through ASU’s on-site operations, tenant companies have a single 
point of contact for introductions to researchers, faculty and programs to address their specific needs.

For more information on SkySong, visit www.skysong.com or www.facebook.com/skysongcenter.

 

POSTED: September 7, 2017. TAGS: Element hotel, Plaza Companies', sethuraman panchanathan, sharon harper, SkySong

Source: http://azbigmedia.com/azre-magazine/element-hotel-rise-skysong



MIXED-USE AT
SKYSONG
The vision for SkySong, The ASU Scottsdale Innovation Center is a complete 
mixed-use project totaling 1.2 million square feet, combining quality office, 
residential and retail to enhance the surrounding neighborhood. 

SkySong Scottsdale Apartments includes 325 apartments built around a 
multilevel parking structure accommodating approximately 1,000 cars. The 
project is designed to be pedestrian-friendly, and the residential units are 
designed to face into the project and provide easy access to the sidewalks 
and streets.  Living plans offer a broad range of options designed into units 
ranging from 510 square feet to 1,618 square feet. Additional amenities include 
wide tree-canopied sidewalks and street furnishings to further establish a 
sense of place with pedestrian scale and walkable neighborhood character.

The project includes two major courtyards for year-round use with extensive 
shade in summer and sunny areas in winter. In addition, three smaller 
courtyards serve as extended open air lobbies for arriving guests/residents 
while offering light and air. The sound of water from small fountains, with 
sculptural elements for visual interest, provides “white” noise to these passive 
spaces to ensure privacy. These courtyard access points also provide view 
portals into the project from the street. 

The intent is to provide a walkable mixed-use community providing 
neighborhood residents the opportunity to experience SkySong. The designers 
and developers of SkySong are working with the City of Scottsdale’s Green 
Building Program to establish a standard for Green Building for the project 
that will become the standard for all multi-family construction in the City.

SkySong, the ASU Scottsdale Innovation Center is home to a global business 
community that links technology, entrepreneurship, innovation, and education to 
position ASU and Greater Phoenix as global leaders of the knowledge economy. 

SkySong is a 42-acre mixed use development designed to:
•  Create an ecology of collaboration and innovation among high-profile 

technology enterprises and related researchers;
• Advance global business objectives of on-site enterprises;
•  Raise Arizona’s profile as a global center of innovation through co-location 

of ASU’s strategic global partners; and
• Create a unique regional economic and social asset.

Companies located at SkySong enjoy a special relationship with Arizona 
State University, which has more than 90,000 students studying across four 
metropolitan Phoenix campuses, in Lake Havasu and online. ASU is one of the 
largest public universities in the nation, with the majority of its students attending 
its campus in Tempe, Arizona, less than three miles from SkySong. 

In addition to locating its own innovative research units at the center, through 
ASU’s on-site operations, tenant companies have a single point of contact for 
introductions to researchers, faculty and programs to address their specific needs. 

FOR MORE
INFORMATION

Sharon Harper
President & CEO, Plaza Companies
SkySong Master Developer
Phone (623) 972-1184
sharonharper@theplazaco.com

Don Couvillion
VP Real Estate-Assets
ASU Foundation
Phone (480) 965-5945
don.couvillion@asu.edu

SKYSONG, THE 
ASU SCOTTSDALE 
INNOVATION 
CENTER

For more information on SkySong, visit skysong.com or
facebook.com/skysongcenter.

SkySong, The ASU Scottsdale Innovation Center is a partnership 
between The ASU Foundation for a New American University, the City 
of Scottsdale, Plaza Companies and Holualoa Companies. For more 
information please contact:
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SkySong 1

SkySong 2

SkySong 3

SkySong Shade Structure

Future View of Scottsdale & McDowell 

SkySong 6 Rendering

SkySong 4  
Rendering

SkySong Retail Space

Site Map

SKYSONG RESTAURANTS BUILDING

NEW HOTEL
COMING SOON!



SkySong lands 2 restaurants for new dining 
complex in south Scottsdale 
Gwen Ashley Walters, Special for The Republic6:46 a.m. MT April 13, 2017 

 
(Photo: Wetta Ventures) 

STORY HIGHLIGHTS 

 Bitters will be a craft cocktail bar and restaurant, the brainchild of Mesa native Erika Rode 

 New York Bagels ‘N Bialys also is joining SkySong, ASU’s Scottsdale Innovation Center, in late summer 

A new $5 million restaurant complex in south Scottsdale has landed its first tenants. 

Two local restaurants are scheduled to open in late summer at SkySong, Arizona State University’s 
Scottsdale Innovation Center, on the southeast corner of Scottsdale and McDowell roads. 

 Bitters, a nearly 2,700-square-foot craft cocktail bar and restaurant, from Erika Rode, a first-time 
restaurateur and Mesa native. 

 New York Bagels ‘N Bialys, a roughly 3,200-square-foot restaurant and bakery, which will open for 
breakfast and lunch. It will be the third Valley location. 

Rode, 32, spent 15 years in the management and marketing end of the liquor business. She tapped 
Ehren Litzenberger, formerly of BLD in Chandler, to be the executive chef. Bitters will focus on craft 
cocktails and beers, and curated boutique wines. The menu will be comprised of small plates 
designed to match the libations. 



 
Bitters Chef Ehren Litzenberger. (Photo: Ehren Litzenberger) 

“I was working in the Pacific Northwest,” Rode said, “and was looking for a way to get back to my 
hometown. Before I left, I developed a business plan for Bitters, then I came back here to look for options 
when I stumbled upon the SkySong opportunity. My passion is in the craft lifestyle, and this was an 
opportunity for me to merge my passion with my career.” 

2 down, 2 to go 

Phoenix based Wetta Ventures is behind the 12,000-square-foot, standalone complex, which will have 
space for four restaurants when fully leased, and will include a 3,000-square-foot garden for the 
restaurants to share. Paul Salinas, a partner, said they are looking for two more restaurants, hopefully 
local, to finish out the space. 

Wetta Ventures is a 5-year-old commercial real estate company that specializes in adaptive reuse and 
infill development. Previous projects by Salinas and partner David Wetta include: 

 Old School 07, on the northwest corner of Osborn Road and Seventh Street, home to a Starbucks and 
Taco Guild. 

 The Annex in Tempe, home to Postino and Snooze. 

 
SkySong brings two local restaurants to the area. (Photo: Wetta Ventures) 



"South Scottsdale doesn’t really have anything like this,” Salinas said. “It’s going to be great for the 
neighborhood, which has been going through a major redevelopment.” 

The dining complex is a partnership between Wetta Ventures and the SkySong development team, 
which includes the ASU Foundation, master developer Plaza Cos. and Holualoa Cos. 

Details: SkySong, 1475 N. Scottsdale Road, Scottsdale. Bitters, bittersbar.com. New York Bagels ‘N 
Bialys, nybagelsnbialys.com. 

 
 

 
SkySong brings two local restaurants to the area. (Photo: Photo by Joe Zollner) 




